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CORONAVIRUS — STATE PANDEMIC COORDINATION CENTRE 
Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [2.12 pm]: I recently visited the state 
pandemic coordination centre to meet with the members of the complex task team established to respond to the 
specific issues impacting remote Aboriginal communities during the COVID-19 pandemic. The team has been 
established as part of the state emergency management framework, reporting to the State Emergency Coordinator. 
The team is focused on maximising the effectiveness of COVID-19 containment strategies, whilst mitigating the 
impact on remote Aboriginal communities. The team has expertise from across the public sector and provides 
a multidisciplinary approach to tackling the complex issues of remote communities during the pandemic. Remote 
community needs in this time include emergency relief by way of health services and essential supplies; temporary 
infrastructure to accommodate the increased numbers of community residents; governance support; environmental 
health measures and education; and support for social and community activities to ensure residents’ livability 
during the period of restricted movement. 
The “Remote Aboriginal Communities Direction No. 2” and the commonwealth Biosecurity Act determination 
have provided specific legislative requirements for entering remote communities. The restrictions prohibit members 
outside the community from entering and regulates the workforces of essential services to the communities, 
ensuring that the appropriate health screening and 14-day quarantine periods are observed to prevent the spread of 
coronavirus to populations of remote communities. The complex task team’s collaborative and cross-agency policy 
approach is an example of how government can mobilise quickly to work together to achieve improved outcomes 
for Aboriginal people and communities. This team will be important in the next stage of recovery from COVID-19, 
ensuring that the social resilience and economic reconstruction of remote communities is not left behind. 
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